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taken place from his secretariat. Mr Jinnah reading a meaning into
this has angrily asserted that his own secretariat is above suspicion.
Among many solutions offered for this riddle was the following one,
which should have been investigated: "On Saturday last a local
journalist, who is alleged to own allegiance both to an- Indian news
agency and the Bombay C.I.D., called at Blitz office, told RKK that
the Bombay talks had1 failed totally, and offered to sell BliU the
entire Gandhi-Jinnah correspondence, confidential minutes of the
talkst etc. 'The deal was1 made for a thousand rupees; it broke down
later over political and ethical issues. RKK wanted to purchase the
papers exclusively and- solely for Blitz reserving for himself the option.
of withholding them from publication should he consider them
harmful to national interests. . . ." There lay the snag. The, political
and communal powers behind the so-called newspaper scoop desired
at all cost and sacrifice that the confidential correspondence be made
public property. So Blitz lost the deal. The press-cum-C.I.D. reporter
took his1 file elsewhere. The rest is known to the public."
Thus, not-with a bang but with a whimper did the Mount Pleasant
talks come to an end. Millions of Indians had looked forward to it as
an " open sesame " to a new chapter in the relationship between, .the "
communities in India. All men with commonsense will agree, that
everything the Indian Muslims wanted or ever hoped for had been con-
ceded. But the intransigence of one man was able to thwart the hopes
and gainsay the commonsense of all the millions. The Congress certainly
is disappointed in the outcome of the talks, but for -the Muslims there
is a lesson in it which they should ponder. The position, taken up
by Mr Jinnati is ttus: The Muslims of India , should be granted the
status of a separate -nation, in their present condition of slavery; they
will not in their existence as a separate nation have any friendly ad-
ministrative relations with their neighbours, even though without such
relations existence as a State may be impossible for Pakistan. Is this
position accepted by all the Muslims of India or even iby the Muslim
League? Mr Jinnah's final letter to Gandhiji almost suggests that he
is aware of the fact that he cannot find much support for his attitude
even in his own organization. Else there is no reason to show nervous-
ness regarding possible " threats and consequences" and express
forebodings about being ''pilloried/'